AP English Literature & Composition
Syllabus

Course overview

· AP English Literature and Composition is a college/university-level course that focuses on advanced rhetorical strategies in reading comprehension and writing skills.

· Students in this course will read and discuss a variety of literary genres (e.g. essays, novels, short stories, poetry, and drama). Students will refine their skills in writing, including grammatical and stylistic structure, sentence structure, spelling, essay structure, and quote integration.
· Students will be engaged in careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of various genres and periods, students should deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. A work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone will also be examined.

· In this course, a strong emphasis is placed on crucial reading and writing, which primarily involves the following elements: the experience of literature, the interpretation of literature, and the evaluation of literature.
· This course is designed to comply with the curricular requirements described in the AP English Course Description.
Written Work

· Writing assignments will focus on the critical analysis of literature and will include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays/literary criticism. Although critical analysis will make up the bulk of student writing in this course, well-constructed creative writing assignments will also be included. The goal of both types of writing assignments is to increase students’ ability to explain clearly, cogently, and elegantly, what they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do.
· Writing instruction will include attention to developing and organizing ideas in clear, coherent, and persuasive language. Throughout this course, emphasis will be placed on developing students’ stylistic maturity, which is characterized by the following:

a. wide-ranging denotative and connotative vocabulary

b. variety of sentence structures

c. logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques
d. balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail

e. effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone and maintaining a consistent voice.
· Drafts of all major essays in the course are given instructional feedback before the final copy is handed in for grading.

Ongoing Full-Term Activities
· In-class reading, writing, lectures and discussion

· Grammar & editing skills: based on needs, as indicated by student writing

· Note taking skills and techniques

· Modeling student examples of assignments

· Writing Portfolios: where students will collect their various writings throughout the course (both analytical and creative). These portfolios are assessed for both comprehensive insight and skill level at the end of each unit.  
Outline of Course Content
Unit 1:  Short Fiction & Literary Essays
              8 Weeks
In this unit, students will examine short fiction that, perhaps, challenges their preconceived notions of the world. On an interpretive level, students will learn to appreciate the power of fiction and its connections to reality. Through various modes and styles of short fiction, we will look at the flaws and tensions within characters, along with the thematic elements surrounding the ideals, psychology, beliefs, and philosophies presented to us by the authors.
Readings in The Heath Guide to Literature
· Modes of Fiction (75-80/116-121)

· Character (228/231-234)

· Theme (303-306)

· Structure, Style, & Mechanics (26-42)

· Various stories by Baldwin, Cheever, Joyce, Malamud, Hawthorne, Updike, Faulkner, Hemingway, O’Connor, and Steinbeck, to name a few

· Writing about Literature (selected readings)

· Selected Essays

· In short writing assignments, students will begin by providing personal responses to literature; this gives them the basic comprehension that will lead to interpretation and analysis throughout the rest of the unit.
· While reading a few stories that emphasize symbolism, students will complete a two-page creative writing assignment that focuses on a symbolic setting; this will enhance their understanding of symbolism in literature, while allowing them to write their own imaginative fiction.
· Note that creative writing assignments will be periodic throughout the course, regardless of specific units of study. 
· Comprehension questions (assignments and class discussion) that lead students toward the major concepts covered throughout the course will be addressed.

· For their first major essay, students will examine how the two brothers in James Baldwin’s “Sonny’s Blues” are character foils.

·  For their second major essay near the end of the unit, students will choose a story to write on (from the stories we’ve read in the unit), develop their own argumentative thesis, and explore this thesis in a 1000 to 1500 word paper.
· Throughout the unit, students will receive instruction, notes, handouts, readings, and examples that focus on writing about literature, genres, symbolism, theme, irony, emotion & humor, point of view, literary terminology, and copious instruction on essay writing—including quote integration.
· Students will also be introduced to writing portfolios, grading rubrics, and read & respond peer critiquing.   
Tests and Quizzes
· Vocabulary Quizzes 
· Literary Concept Quiz

· Essay Writing Test

· Short Fiction Exam.
Unit 2:  George Orwell’s novel 1984


   6 Weeks 

· In this unit, we will be examining issues such as societal and cultural awareness, political & historical influence in literature, along with thematic elements concerning abuse of power, fear, and individual responsibility.

· In longer papers, short writing assignments, and class discussion, students will focus on both the thematic elements of the novel and the analysis of character, irony, symbolism, narrative perspective, and other stylistic devices.
· The main assignment in this unit will be a media presentation, where students will make valuable connections between the novel and media manipulation in our own society. Students will research one form of modern media, and draw parallels to 1984 in a creative presentation that incorporates satire, parody, and an examination of euphemisms.
Unit 3:  Shakespeare’s Othello

  3 Weeks

Readings in The Heath Guide to Literature

· Dramatic Action (929-033)

· Dramatic Character (976-980)

· Tragedy (1026-1032)

· Northrop Fry on the tragic figure (handout)
· While reading the play as a class, with students volunteering for the various roles, we will discuss Shakespeare’s poetic language, the elements of tragedy and the tragic figure, along with themes of jealousy, prejudice, and acceptance.

· After the reading of each act, students will write timed responses that will focus on imagery, irony, contrasting elements of character (psychological and emotional), symbolism, and theme.

· In short comprehension assignments, students will examine more of Shakespeare’s rhetorical strategies and central motifs. We will also watch a production of Othello and discuss the subtext of characters in drama.

· For their in-class persuasive essay, students will have a choice of several topics to write on. Their body paragraphs must include argumentative analysis of their thesis, sophisticated quote integration, and a strong conclusion.

· The Othello unit exam will be modeled after the AP exam, where students will be required to engage in close readings of excerpts from the play, answer multiple choice questions, and write a test essay that focuses on a crucial element in the play.
Unit 4:  Daniel Quinn’s novel Ishmael

  4 Weeks
· While studying this unique novel, we will be closely examining the global community, our responsibility to the environment, and cultural awareness.
· We will start with a list of vocabulary/terminology from the book that students will need to be familiar with. 

· Students will be given five university-level study questions that cover the major concepts in the novel. As they read, they will write personal responses that display their understanding, critical analysis, and individual views concerning these concepts. As these ideas in the novel progress and become more intricate, so should the breadth of the students’ responses. Keeping up to date with these responses is very important, as they will be guides for in-class discussion; the responses will also be included in students’ writing portfolios by the end of the unit.
· Besides comprehension quizzes and small writing assignments based on excerpts, two short research papers will be written for this novel. In the first paper, students will either support or refute one of the major ideas presented in the novel; in the second paper, students will argue or oppose the thesis in their first paper. This exercise will help students understand the value and legitimacy of varied opinions concerning ideas presented in literature, thus preparing them for course expectations at the university level.
Unit 5:  The World of Poetry

  8 Weeks

· Students will read and study various types of poetry (including Lyric, Narrative, Free Verse, Blank Verse, Dramatic Monologue, etc.) from different time periods, and they will examine what defines the qualities of the poets from these time periods.
· Students will learn important differences (and similarities) between the prose writer and the writer of poetry. 

· Throughout this unit, students will ask themselves the following questions:
a. What is the purpose of poetry and why is it important?
b. What is the poet’s goal or vision?

c. How does the poet uniquely use language to create meaning, present a specific view, or emphasize emotion?
d. How does poetry help us to understand ourselves as individuals within society?  

· We will examine tone, imagery, rhetorical devices, figurative language, analyze the poetic form, and focus on the importance of the poetic voice.

· Students will use poetic techniques to improve and enhance their own writing.
Readings in The Heath Guide to Literature

· Listening to a Poem (539-541)

· Lyric Poetry (566-574)

· Images (614-625)

Works and Authors 
(various texts)

· Shakespeare’s sonnets 120 & 130, John Keats’ “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” Samuel Coleridge’s “Kubla Khan,” Camille Paglia’s essay on “Kubla Khan,” William Blake’s “The Chimney Sweeper” (from both Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience), William Wordsworth’s “Lines,” Mathew Arnold’s “Dover Beach,” Ezra Pound’s “In A Station of The Metro,” T.S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” Linda Pastan’s “25th High School Reunion,” Pablo Neruda’s “The Great Ocean,” Andrew Marvel’s “To His Coy Mistress,” Claude McKay’s “The Harlem Dancer,” Robert Frost’s “Fire and Ice,” Dylan Thomas’ “Fern Hill.”
 
· A great deal of class time will be spent on reading specific poems aloud and discussing the meaning of these poems.

· During lectures and class discussion, students will learn and practice different note-taking skills—designed to enhance their understanding and interpretation of poetry on an advanced level.
· In short comprehension assignments, students will focus on the identification and importance of rhetorical and figurative devices in poetry, along with expressing their understanding of meaning in poetry.
· Most writing assignments in this unit will be timed writes—paragraphs, multi-paragraphs, or complete compositions—where students will demonstrate their understanding of particular poems through in-depth analyses.
· Both my own writing and student writing will be used as examples of poetry analyses throughout the unit.
· Poetry and writing topics from past AP exams will also be used as assignments and examples.

Unit 6:  Yan Martel’s novel Life of Pi

  4 Weeks
· This novel is an adventurous story that raises poignant observations concerning human nature, faith, knowledge, and survival.
· In short reader/response writing assignments, students will be asked to explore issues such as the power of fiction, perceptions of reality, the power of the imagination and our willingness to sacrifice the imagination, interpretation of events in life, and what gives a story life.

· For longer compositions, students will choose topics from the following list:

a. Discuss how, in the novel, the concrete or physical journey and the journey of the imagination converge to create individual perceptions of reality.

b. Discuss the structural and thematic significance of time in this novel.

c. Is the story that makes full use of the imagination always the better story? Why or why not?
d. The use of humor is somewhat paradoxical to the tragic elements of Pi’s journey. What is the importance of humor in the novel?

e. The idea of naming seems very important in this novel. Why? For what purpose does Martel focus on this element?

f. Discuss the importance of faith in the novel? What does this have to do with Pi’s survival?

Unit 7:  AP Exam Prep


  2 Weeks
· Although prep for the AP exam is ongoing throughout this course, I like to spend a unit exclusively preparing for this exam.
· For the next two weeks, we will review texts and concepts covered in this course, along with practicing multiple choice and essay questions. I will collect some of the practice and provide students with immediate feedback (a one-day turnaround); for other practice, we will have peer evaluation sessions in class, where students will use the 9 point rubric along with sample writings to evaluate their work.

· Both multiple-choice and writing practice will include instruction and class dialogue.

· Besides the material we’ve already covered in the course, here are some supplementary readings to prepare for the open essay on the exam:

a. Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest (a touch of comedy)

b. Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House

      (a touch of realism)

c. Tennessee Williams’ The Glass Menagerie         (a touch of character)
Unit 7:  Semi-Independent Novel Study


  4 to 5 Weeks
· After the AP Exam, students will choose a novel from a list that I provide (usually about twenty books from different time periods), and work on their last paper/presentation in the course. Although the study of these novels will be of an independent nature, students will examine issues such as cultural trends (including pop culture), diversity of literary genres, styles, and the importance of literature for different generations.
· I find this is a nice way to end the course, as students have much more freedom in both the writing of the papers and the format of their presentations. They are permitted to incorporate personal experience in the assignment, making it an overall positive experience for students.
Some of the novel choices:

Heart of Darkness




Joseph Conrad

The Stone Carvers




Jane Urquhart

Brave New World




Aldous Huxley

The Wars





Timothy Findley

The Catcher in the Rye



J.D. Salinger

In the Skin of a Lion




Michael Ondaatje

The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz 

Mordecai Richler

Goodbye Columbus




Philip Roth

Sula






Toni Morrison

David Copperfield




Charles Dickens

Frankenstein





Marry Shelley

Tess of the D’urbervilles



Thomas Hardy

The Scarlet Letter




Nathaniel Hawthorne

The Metamorphosis




Franz Kafka

Who Do You Think You Are?



Alice Munro

The Songlines





Bruce Chatwin

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay

Michael Chabon

Catch-22





Joseph Heller

The Sun Also Rises




Ernest Hemingway

Fifth Business





Robertson Davies

The Kite Runner




Khaled Hosseini

Note:
The above list is not exhaustive and it is always changing; if I don’t have enough copies of a particular novel, I will direct students to some alternative choices.

Evaluation
· Although student grades in this course are influenced by missing or late assignments, the overall course grade is based on improvement. For example, if a student is submitting B level work at the beginning of the year but works hard, hands in all assignments, and improves to the point where the student is submitting A level work, he or she will receive an A. I find that this method gives students incentive to improve throughout the course.
· Student writing is graded with both a 6 points scale rubric and a 9 point scale rubric, depending on the nature of the assignment.

· Major essays are weighted more heavily than anything else in the course.

	Course Work
	Percentages

	In-class/out-of class Comprehension Work
	20%

	Exams and Quizzes
	20%

	Short Writing Assignments/Portfolio
	25%

	Major Essays
	35%


Teacher Resources
Bergman, David, Daniel M. Epstein, ed. The Heath Guide to Literature. Lexington: D.C. Heath
and Company, 1992.
Meyer, Michael, ed. The Bedford Introduction to Literature. Boston: Bedford/St.Martin’s Press,
2002.
Vendler, Helen, ed. Poems, Poets, Poetry: An Introduction and Anthology. Boston: Bedford/St.

Martin’s Press, 2002.
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