

Course Title
Humanities 8 

Course Overview
This course will combine the learning outcomes from English Language Arts 8 and Social Studies 8.

English:  Students in Humanities 8 will read and discuss a variety of literary genres (e.g. novels, short stories, poetry, and informational text).  Students will further their skills in writing, including grammar, sentence structure, spelling, and paragraph and essay structure.  They will begin to develop their skills in critical thinking, literary analysis, and research techniques.  Emphasis will be placed on writing 5 paragraph character sketches, learning the parts of a short story, writing cohesive paragraphs, learning new writing techniques and being able to identify the parts of speech.

Essential Outcomes

After examining and discussing the prescribed learning outcomes within the curriculum organizers in the IRP for grade 8, the following were determined to be the essential learning outcomes for English 8.  This means that each student must demonstrate proficiency in each of the 12 essential learning outcomes.

1. Interact with others to explore, understand, and create ideas and texts

2. Select and read a variety of texts for enjoyment and to increase fluency

3. Listen, read, and view literary, information, and visual texts to comprehend, analyze, and synthesize ideas, attending to bias and perspective

4. Create personal oral and written communications and representations with clearly developed ideas that connect experiences, ideas, opinions, and feelings

5. Speak, write, and represent information, persuasive, narrative, poetic, and descriptive texts to communicate ideas and information with a clear purpose and form

6. Speak, write and represent to interpret, analyze, and synthesize ideas and information, attending to bias and perspective

7. Use evidence to explain and support responses, analyses, and interpretations of texts

8. Select and apply strategies to construct, monitor, extend, and confirm meaning before, during, and after listening, reading, and viewing

9. Select and apply strategies to develop, organize, revise, and publish written, visual, and oral communications

10. Use metacognitive strategies to reflect on and assess speaking and listening, reading and viewing, and writing and representing

11. Use the features, structures, and patterns of language to make meaning from what is heard, read, and viewed

12. Use features, structures, and conventions of language to enhance meaning and artistry in written and spoken communications
STUDENTS MUST DEMONSTRATE THEIR ABILITY TO MEET THESE OUTCOMES CONSISTENTLY OVER TIME IN A VARIETY OF CONTEXTS IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE MASTERY AND RECEIVE A PASSING GRADE FOR THE COURSE.

Social Studies:  Students in Humanities 8 will develop an awareness of events in western Europe, beginning with the fall of the Roman Empire, and ending with the Reformation of the Catholic Church.  They will develop an understanding of latitude and longitude and will be able to identify and map the continents, oceans, major lines of latitude and longitude and major countries and cities of Western Europe.  Skills developed will include paragraph and essay writing.

Essential Outcomes

After examining and discussing the prescribed learning outcomes within the Social Studies 8 IRP, the following were determined to be the essential learning outcomes for Humanities 8.  This means that each student must demonstrate proficiency in each of the 13 essential learning outcomes.

1. Gather and organize a body of information from primary and secondary print and nonprint sources, including electronic sources
2.  Identify factors that influence the development and decline of world civilizations

3. Compare daily life, family structures, and gender roles in a variety of civilizations

4. Describe a variety of diverse cultural traditions and world religions

5. Demonstrate awareness of artistic expression as a reflection of the culture in which it is produced

6. Identify periods of significant cultural achievement, including the Renaissance

7. Describe how societies preserve identity, transmit culture, and adapt to change

8. Assess the impact of contact, conflict, and conquest on civilizations

9. Describe various ways individuals and groups can influence legal systems and political structures

10. Analyse the effect of commerce on trade routes, settlement patterns, and cultural exchanges

11. Compare the changing nature of labour in rural and urban environments

12. Describe the impact of technological innovation and science on political, social, and economic structures

13. Locate and describe major world landforms, bodies of water, and political boundaries on maps

Evaluation Procedures

Both formative assessment (assessment for learning) and summative assessment (evaluation of learning) will be used to determine students’ grades.  Formative assessment consists of activities used to help students develop their language skills and practice their ability to meet the learning outcomes.  This type of assessment will provide students with helpful feedback through tasks and activities such as homework checks, group work, oral participation, teacher observation, daily class activities, editing checklists and self or peer assessment of writing.  Summative evaluation consists of more heavily weighted assignments such as quizzes, tests, unit-end projects or presentations and larger written compositions.  These summative assignments are used by the teacher to measure the level at which each student is able to meet the learning outcomes after the student has received opportunities for practice and feedback. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher at 604-530-2151.
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