English 12

    Emotion and Humour

1.
Interpretive fiction presents the reader with significant insights into life. Besides mere comprehension of these insights, fiction derives its value from its power to give felt insights. Its truths affect us more deeply because they are conveyed through our feelings.

2.
All successful stories arouse emotions in the reader. If a story is to be truly significant, however, it must pursue emotion indirectly, not directly. The interpretive writer writes in order to present an experience truthfully; the emotions aroused in the reader flow naturally from the experience presented.

3.
The writer of interpretive fiction selects and arranges his or her material in order to convey most effectively the feeling or truth of a human situation. The less serious writer selects and arranges his or her material so as to stimulate a response in the reader.

4.
The discriminating reader will distinguish between contrived emotion and that which develops naturally from a human story truly told.

5.
There is a difference between the story written for humour’s sake, and that in which the humour emerges from a way of viewing experience; it becomes significant when it flows from a comic perception of life.

6.
Sentimentality: the quality in literature which aims at producing unmerited feelings of kindness or affection. It is not the same as genuine emotion; it is contrived or excessive or faked emotion. A story contains genuine emotion when it treats life faithfully and perceptively. The sentimentalized story oversimplifies and sweetens life to achieve its feeling. It exaggerates, manipulates, and prettifies.

7.
For the mature reader, emotion is gained through honestly portrayed characters in situations that reflect the complexity, the ambiguity, and the variety of life. 

