English 12

Escape

and

Interpretive Literature
Escape Literature is that written purely for entertainment.

Interpretive Literature is written to broaden, deepen, and sharpen our awareness of life.

Escape literature takes us away from the real world: it enables us temporarily to forget our troubles.

Interpretive literature takes us, through the imagination, deeper into the real world: it enables us to understand our troubles.

Escape literature has as its only object pleasure. Interpretive literature has as its object pleasure plus understanding. An interpretive story presents us with an insight—large or small—into the nature and conditions of our existence. It gives us a keener awareness of what it is to be a human being in a universe sometimes friendly, sometimes hostile. It helps us to understand other people and ourselves.  


