English 12
Point of View

To determine the point of view of a story, we need to ask ourselves who is telling the story, how much he/she is allowed to know, and to what extent the author looks inside his characters and reports their thoughts and feelings.

There are four basic points of view in literature.

1.
Omniscient:

is when the author tells the story in the third person, and the

narrator’s knowledge and prerogatives are unlimited. The narrator can enter the mind of any character.

2.
Limited Omniscient:
is when the author tells the story in the third person, but the

narrator only enters the mind of one character.

3.
First Person:

is when the author disappears into one of the characters

who tells the story in the first person. The narrator is one of the characters from the story.

4.
Objective:

is when the author disappears into a kind of roving camera.

This camera can go anywhere, but can record only what is seen and heard. It cannot comment, interpret, or enter a character’s mind. The objective point of view allows the reader to be placed in the position of a spectator.




