



     More Notes on Theme…


because you can never have too many notes on theme.

1. Theme is the underlying idea in the story; it illustrates some truth about life in general.

2. Types of theme:

1. explicit: the author or character states the theme in the story.

2. Implicit: the reader must infer the theme.

3. Principles of stating theme:

a. The theme may be expressed in more than one way.

b. The theme must be a generalization about life.

c. The theme must not be too broad a generalization, and must be supported and justified by the story.

d. The theme should not be reduced to a cliché (a trite, familiar saying).
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Symbolism

1.
A symbol is something that stands for something else; a concrete image that calls to mind a complex idea.

2.
A symbol sums up a large number of ideas and attitudes and can mean different things in different circumstances (e.g. The cross, standing for the whole complex of Christianity, is an object of reverence to some and of contempt to others).

3.
Some symbols represent traditional ideas but many have no fixed meaning; such symbols take their significance from the total context in which they appear (e.g. the white whale of Melville's Moby Dick).

Allegory:
a literary device in which the events of a narrative obviously and continuously refer to another simultaneous structure of events or ideas, whether historical events, moral or philosophical ideas, or natural phenomena. In other words, the entire story is symbolically significant. This extended symbolism might include setting, characters, and plot.



Irony
1. Irony is a device by which a writer expresses a meaning contradictory to the stated apparent one.

2. Types of irony:

a. verbal irony: the attitude of the writer or speaker is the opposite to that which is literally stated.

b. dramatic irony: the situation which arises when a character speaks lines which are understood in a double sense by the audience or reader though not by the character.

c. irony of situation: when a set of circumstances turns out to be the reverse of those anticipated or considered appropriate.

