English 12AP

Theme

1. Theme is the underlying idea in the story; it illustrates some truth about life in general.

2.
A story's theme is what the author is trying to show us. It can take the form of a controlling idea, a central insight, or the writer's vision.

3.
Theme and plot are not the same. Plot is the action of the story, whereas theme is some universal truth that the author is expressing. For example, the story might say something universal about love.

4.
A theme isn't a moral. The author doesn't want to teach us anything. The author simply wants to show us a perspective on life.

5.
Types of theme:

a.
explicit: the author or character states the theme in the story.

b.
implicit: the reader must infer the theme.

6.
Principles of stating theme:

a. The theme may be expressed in more than one way.

b. The theme must be a generalization about life.

c. The theme must not be too broad a generalization, and must be supported and justified by the story.

d. The theme should not be reduced to a cliché (a trite, familiar saying).

Irony

1. Irony is a device by which a writer expresses a meaning contradictory to the stated apparent one.

2. Types of irony:

a. verbal irony: the attitude of the writer or speaker is the opposite to that which is literally stated.

b. dramatic irony: the situation which arises when a character speaks lines which are understood in a double sense by the audience or reader though not by the character.

c. irony of situation: when a set of circumstances turns out to be the reverse of those anticipated or considered appropriate. 






       “The Jewbird” 

Q.
How would you classify this story? Genre?

A.
Fable

Q.
What is a possible theme statement for this story?

A.
The worst prejudices stem from self-hatred. For Malamud, the worst anti-Semites are Jews who dislike being Jews.

Examine the qualities we most dislike in other people and ask whether these are not the same 

qualities we fear we possess ourselves. For example, people who hate stinginess most frequently 

fight a tendency to be stingy. Similarly, the qualities we most admire are usually the qualities we 

think we lack.

· The action of the story is counterpointed against the illness of Cohen’s mother.

· He takes his frustration out on the bird.

· The bird is a scapegoat.
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         Symbolism
1.
A symbol is something that stands for something else; a concrete image that calls to mind a complex idea. A symbol is any object or action which refers to more than itself. It is the context in which objects and actions appear that usually lends them symbolic significance.

2.
A symbol sums up a large number of ideas and attitudes and can mean different things in different circumstances. Traditional symbols, such as religious symbols, are firmly established. Representative symbols are those actions or objects that symbolize an entire group of similar or related objects and actions. 

3.
Symbols can have different meanings depending on their context and one’s perspective. Be aware that an object may shift symbolic meaning depending on the narrator’s and the characters’ points of view (e.g. the white whale of Melville's Moby Dick).

4.
Sometimes there are levels of symbolic meaning operating simultaneously. The first level is the literal level—what the symbol actually is. However, at the same time, this same symbol can represent other objects or ideas. 

5.
Allegory:
a literary device in which the events of a narrative obviously and continuously refer to another simultaneous structure of events or ideas, whether historical events, moral or philosophical ideas, or natural phenomena. In other words, the entire story is symbolically significant. This extended symbolism might include setting, characters, and plot.

Assignment

Use vivid, descriptive language to create a symbolic setting without mentioning what the symbolic significance of your setting actually is (the symbolism should be implied). Let your reader figure it out. Keep in mind, however, that your symbolism has to be of some importance and fairly evident to the reader. Create imagery with your writing.
