Nineteen Eighty-Four

Background


George Orwell (Eric Blair) was born in India in 1903. He was educated in 

England where he was exposed to political ideas, ideals, and beliefs to the extreme.

· Orwell worked as a British Imperial Policeman in Burma, but hated enforcing the strict laws of the political regime that existed there.

· His failing health forced him to quit, go back to England, and dedicate his life to becoming a writer.

· Orwell was an author who felt that he had to experience things in life in order to write about them.

· He dressed in ragged clothes and went to live among the very poor in London, he lived among destitute coal miners in northern England, and he traveled to Spain in 1936 to cover the Spanish Civil War, where he witnessed firsthand the nightmare of Fascism.

· In 1984, Orwell illustrates the peril of absolute political authority in an age of advanced technology. His dystopian vision shows the worst human society imaginable—one that convinces readers to avoid any path that might lead toward such societal degradation.

· The government system portrayed in the novel seeks complete destruction of the human will and sensibilities for the sole purpose of maintaining its absolute power.

