Hockey

The ice is smooth, smooth, smooth.

        The air bites to the center

                                            Of warmth and flesh, and I whirl.

                                            It begins in a game…

                                            The puck swims, skims, veers,

                                            Goes leading my vision

      Beyond the chasing reach of my stick.

                                            The air is sharp, steel-sharp.

                                            I suck needles of breathing,

                                            And feel the players converge.

                                            It grows to a science…

                                            We clot, break, drive,

                                            Electrons in motion

                                            In the magnetic pull of the puck.

                                            The play is fast, fierce, tense.

                                            Sticks click and snap like teeth

                                            Of wolves on the scent of a prey.

                                            It ends in the kill…

                                            I am one of the pack in a mad,

                                            Taut leap of desperation 

       In the wild, slashing drive for the goal.

Scott Blaine

1.
Do you like or dislike this poem? Explain.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
To what extent do you think it captures the experience of playing hockey? How does the poet use figurative language to capture the experience? How is the poem constructed? How is the construction of this poem important in conveying the experience that the speaker is describing? (One paragraph with quotes) 
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